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§ 76.601(b)(2) at the complaining subscriber’s 
terminal. Further, should the problem be 
found to be system-wide, the Commission 
may order that the full number of channels 
as indicated in § 76.601(b)(2) be tested at all 
required locations for future proof-of-per-
formance tests. 

NOTE 6: No State or franchising authority 
may prohibit, condition, or restrict a cable 
system’s use of any type of subscriber equip-
ment or any transmission technology. 

[37 FR 3278, Feb. 12, 1972, as amended at 37 
FR 13867, July 14, 1972; 40 FR 2690, Jan. 15, 
1975; 40 FR 3296, Jan. 21, 1975; 41 FR 53028, 
Dec. 3, 1976; 42 FR 21782, Apr. 29, 1977; 47 FR 
21503, May 18, 1982; 50 FR 52466, Dec. 24, 1985; 
51 FR 1255, Jan. 10, 1986; 52 FR 22461, June 12, 
1987; 57 FR 11002, Apr. 1, 1992; 57 FR 61010, 
Dec. 23, 1992; 58 FR 44952, Aug. 25, 1993; 59 FR 
25342, May 16, 1994; 61 FR 18510, Apr. 26, 1996; 
61 FR 18978, Apr. 30, 1996; 65 FR 53616, Sept. 
5, 2000; 69 FR 2849, Jan. 21, 2004] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 69 FR 57861, 
Sept. 28, 2004, § 76.605 was amended by revis-
ing paragraphs (a) introductory text, 
(a)(1)(ii) and (a)(6) by revising paragraph 
(a)(7) introductory text and by removing 
paragraphs (a)(7)(i) through (a)(7)(iv) intro-
ductory text and by redesignating para-
graphs (a)(7)(iv)(A) through (a)(7)(iv)(C) as 
paragraphs (a)(7)(i) through (a)(7)(iii); and in 
paragraph (b) by revising Note 3, effective 
Oct. 28, 2004. For the convenience of the user, 
the revised text is set forth as follows: 

§ 76.605 Technical standards. 
(a) The following requirements apply to 

the performance of a cable television system 
as measured at any subscriber terminal with 
a matched impedance at the termination 
point or at the output of the modulating or 
processing equipment (generally the 
headend) of the cable television system or 
otherwise as noted. The requirements are ap-
plicable to each NTSC or similar video down-
stream cable television channel in the sys-
tem: 

(1) * * * 
(ii) Cable television systems shall transmit 

signals to subscriber premises equipment on 
frequencies in accordance with the channel 
allocation plan set forth in CEA–542–B: 
‘‘Standard: Cable Television Channel Identi-
fication Plan,’’ (Incorporated by reference, 
see § 76.602). 

* * * * * 

(6) The amplitude characteristic shall be 
within a range of ±2 decibels from 0.75 MHz 
to 5.0 MHz above the lower boundary fre-
quency of the cable television channel, ref-
erenced to the average of the highest and 
lowest amplitudes within these frequency 
boundaries. The amplitude characteristic 
shall be measured at the subscriber terminal. 

(7) The ratio of RF visual signal level to 
system noise shall not be less than 43 deci-
bels. For class I cable television channels, 
the requirements of this section are applica-
ble only to: 

* * * * * 

NOTE 3: The requirements of this section 
shall not apply to devices subject to the TV 
interface device rules under part 15 of this 
chapter. 

* * * * * 

§ 76.606 Closed captioning. 

(a) As of June 30, 1992, the operator of 
each cable television system shall not 
take any action to remove or alter 
closed captioning data contained on 
line 21 of the vertical blanking inter-
val. 

(b) As of July 1, 1993, the operator of 
each cable television system shall de-
liver intact closed captioning data con-
tained on line 21 of the vertical blank-
ing interval, as it arrives at the 
headend or from another origination 
source, to subscriber terminals and 
(when so delivered to the cable system) 
in a format that can be recovered and 
displayed by decoders meeting § 15.119 
of this chapter. 

[57 FR 11003, Apr. 1, 1992] 

§ 76.609 Measurements. 

(a) Measurements made to dem-
onstrate conformity with the perform-
ance requirements set forth in §§ 76.601 
and 76.605 shall be made under condi-
tions which reflect system performance 
during normal operations, including 
the effect of any microwave relay oper-
ated in the Cable Television Relay 
(CARS) Service intervening between 
pickup antenna and the cable distribu-
tion network. Amplifiers shall be oper-
ated at normal gains, either by the in-
sertion of appropriate signals or by 
manual adjustment. Special signals in-
serted in a cable television channel for 
measurement purposes should be oper-
ated at levels approximating those 
used for normal operation. Pilot tones, 
auxiliary or substitute signals, and 
nontelevision signals normally carried 
on the cable television system should 
be operated at normal levels to the ex-
tent possible. Some exemplary, but not 
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